
 

Injured wildlife need the assistance of trained individuals.  Contact a 
licensed wildlife rehabilitator immediately! Signs of injury may include 
blood, displaced limbs, lethargy and immobility.   
A list of all licensed wildlife rehabilitators can be found at www.owra.org.  

Is the animal injured?  
 

Is the animal an older juvenile?  
Juvenile mammals will leave the safety of their nest to explore new 
surroundings. This is a critical part of their development and it is normal to see 
them alone. Animals that appear healthy should be observed from a distance 
and keep pets and children away from them!  

 

Is the animal a neonate? Reunite!  
Did you find a nest of baby squirrels/raccoons while trimming trees? Disturb a nest of 
cottontails while mowing the lawn? Good news! Mom will return for her healthy, uninjured 
young if given a chance! Squirrels and raccoons should be placed inside a box with a towel and 
warm water bottle. Allow mom 4-6 hours to reunite with her young. Cottontails should be 
returned to their nest. Mark the parameter of the nest with baking flour and leave overnight. 
You'll know mom has returned by evidence of her tracks through the flour! Remember, human's 
are an animals last chance of survival; their best chance of survival is with mom!  

 

 

 

Brukner Nature Center | www.bruknernaturecenter.com  

Unsuccessful Reunion?  
Callers that are unable to reunite neonate mammals should contact a 
licensed wildlife rehabilitator. Category I rehabilitators assist with orphaned 
cottontails & squirrels. Category II rehabilitators, like Brukner Nature Center, 
assist with all other species of orphaned and injured wildlife.   

A list of all licensed wildlife rehabilitators can be found at www.owra.org 

This is the most life-saving advice to offer until an animal can be transferred to a licensed wildlife 
rehabilitator. Warmth helps neonates regulate their body temperature while a dark, quiet 
environment reduces stress. Supplemental heat sources include: warm water bottles, heating pads 
on 'low', hand warmers, etc. Never place a baby animal directly on heat.  

Warm, Dark and Quiet! 
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