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The 118-acre Shawnee Prairie Preserve is Darke County Parks' 
largest park. It is rich in natural diversity, showcasing woodlands, 
prairie, wetlands and two streams. Along the 4.1 miles of 
trails, visitors will find a boardwalk, observation towers, an 
amphitheatre/stage, and a natural play zone for children . The 
preserve is also the site of the Shawnee Prairie Nature Center, 
the park district administrative offices, an 18th century log 
house, a blacksmith shop and a sugar shack. 

A majority of the preserve was acquired by land donation and 
land purchased from Winchester Farms, owned by the Raper 
and Mabel Nelson family. A small tract was also acquired 
from Andrew and Inez Warner and is the site on which the 
Nature Center sits. 

Shawnee Prairie hosts many of the park district's programs 
and activities as well as our annual Prairie Days, Maple Sugarin ' 
on the Prairie and Walkin ' in a Winter Wonderland events. 
The preserve is also home to our animal ambassadors, featuring 
native wildlife and a raptor enclosure. 






